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February 2010 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

I hope that you find this booklet helpful in providing information about the 
choices available to your son in year 9, and how to set about making such 
choices. 

The Key Stage 4 timetable is structured in a way that ensures that all boys 
take a wide range of subjects. Nevertheless it is important to make choices 
that do not rule out later options in terms of careers and educational 
opportunities. To help you and your son think through the implications of the 
proposed choices you might find it helpful to consider the following points:- 

·  Each option takes up almost 10% of the school week. This is a lot of 
time to spend doing something you do not enjoy. A liking for the subject 
is clearly important; most young people work better on a subject they 
like. 

·  Opting for a subject is regarded as a two  year commitment. 

·  Think carefully about your second choices. It is not always possible to 
meet everyone’s first preferences. For example, it is possible that the 
numbers opting for a course will be so low that it is not possible to run it 
economically. Equally, it may be that a course attracts more boys than 
can be accommodated. In such an event we will discuss the matter 
with your son before deciding on allocation to groups, taking into 
account previous commitment to the subject and the individual’s ability 
to benefit from the course. 

We have tried to ensure that there is ample opportunity for you to discuss 
your son’s option choices at home and with his class teachers in the Year 9 
parents meeting on 4th March before completing the online option form at 
www.careerswales.com before the 12 th March .  Please contact Mr. M.Hutton 
at the school if you need any further information.   

A paper version of the options application form is available on request from 
the school and an ICT facility will be available during the Parents’ evening on 
Thursday 4th March for those who may feel that they need support with the 
online process or who do not have access to the internet at home. 

Yours sincerely,  

Mr. J. Hicks 

Deputy Headteacher 
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TO THE PUPIL 

 

You are about to make very important choices about the subjects you wish to 
study next year. 

 

Before you choose 

�  Consider the subjects you enjoy and are good at. 

�  Find out about the new courses on offer. You will be told about these 
courses during your assembly time. 

�  If you have a particular career in mind, check if any particular subjects 
are required. 

�  Discuss your choices with as many adults as you can. They can advise 
and support you:- your parents, subject teachers, Form Tutor, Pastoral 
co-ordinators, Learning Mentors and careers staff are all willing to help. 

�  Remember, each course lasts for two years, and to be successful you 
will need to work hard. 

�  Use this booklet to help you make the decisions that are right for you 

 

If you need any more advice why not try logging on to 
www.careerswales.com  where you can also complete your options 
application online. 

The deadline for completing your online options for m is: 

Friday 12 th March 2010  
 
 

Mr. J. Hicks 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Advice from www.careerswales.com : 
 
 
 
 

Do 
 

Don’t 
 

Choose subjects you enjoy 
 

Choose a subject because your 
friend is taking it 

 

Choose subjects that you are    
good at 

 

Reject a subject because you 
think it’s ‘for girls’ 

 

Find out which subjects you 
need if you have a chosen 

career in mind 
 

Choose or reject a subject 
because you either like or 

dislike the teacher 
 

Keep your options open by 
making a balanced choice 

 

Choose a subject only because 
you think it will be easy 

 

Talk to your careers adviser and 
your teachers 

 

Choose a new subject without 
finding out more about it 

 

Talk to your parents/guardians 
 
 

Decide at the last minute 
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The Year 10 Curriculum is divided into a CORE i.e. subjects that ALL pupils 
must study; and OPTIONS giving pupils a chance to choose some of their 
subjects.  The core is composed of the following examination courses: 
English, Mathematics, Religious Studies, Science, and one non-examination 
course: Physical Education. Pupils will also have the opportunity to study 
Welsh. This range of subjects occupies a total time of 25 hours out of 50 
hours per fortnight. The other 25 hours is made up of 5 OPTIONAL 
SUBJECTS occupying 5 hours each. This handbook provides information on 
all the optional subjects in some detail. 
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GCSE 
The majority of subjects available in Years 10 and 11 are taught as GCSE 
courses.  These courses are suitable for the majority of the ability range. 
 
VOCATIONAL GCSE 
Engineering and Manufacturing are Vocational GCSEs and are “double 
award” (i.e. count as two GCSEs each). Owing to the time requirement the 
Engineering and Manufacturing courses will be taught as double awards and 
must therefore be taken in two option columns. 
 
ENTRY LEVEL 
Some pupils will find the demands of GCSE too much for them and so most 
subjects also provide an Entry Level course (formerly called Certificate of 
Educational Achievement) as an alternative.  These arrangements are 
explained in each subject's entry. 
 
BTEC 
We are offering Dida or BTEC courses in ICT, Performing Arts, Sport and 
Hospitality and Catering (the last as an after school club). Success at each of 
these courses gives the equivalent of up to four GCSEs at A* – C level.  
 
CAREERS ADVICE 
 
Advisers from Careers Wales are available during Year 9 to see pupils in 
school both in groups and individually.  Careers Advisers will attend the 
Options evening and would welcome discussion with parents on subject 
choice and career decisions.  Careers Wales work in partnership with schools 
to provide advice and support from Year 9 to Year 11 and beyond. 
 
 

The following pages contain information about the 
subjects you might want to choose at school:-  
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Students will produce two-three units of work 
over the two year course. 
 

The course is designed to help pupils develop 
confidence and the ability to express ideas and concepts 
in the visual arts.  For pupils who have enjoyed their Art lessons, this is an 
opportunity for them to pursue courses which will develop their skills further. 

 
Previous topics include the Green Man, 
Tribal Masks, Inside, Comic Super 
Heroes and Emotion in a Box  
 

Students will be expected to produce a 
series of 20 study sheets for each unit 
and will use a variety of media e.g. 
 
·  Painting using Acrylics, Gouache, 

Watercolour, Poster and Oils. 
·  Printing including Block, Silk Screen, Lino, Mono, and Press Print. 
·  Ceramics e.g. Sculpture, Tiles, Vessels, Mirrors, Mosaics, Frames, Coil 

and Slab pots. 
·  Sculpture using Clay, Wire, Mod Roc, Papier-mâché, Card and Welded 

metal. 
·  Drawing from Observation, Memory and Imagination. 
·  Textiles – Batik, Silk Painting, Costume design and Manufacture, Fashion 

and Shoe design, Hand and Machine Embroidery. 
·  Collage and Assemblage. 
·  Designing Furniture, Cars, Buildings, Packaging, Clothes and Mobile 

phones etc… 
 
Examiners will expect to see clear evidence of: 
i)         First hand and secondary sources of  

information 
ii) Development of ideas 
iii) Experimentation with materials 
iv) Understanding the relationship  

between their own work and that of artists 
v) Analysis of presented work 
 
An end of year examination is set.  
This is worth 40% of the total and the coursework is worth 60%. 
 

Four weeks is allowed for the preparation and 10 hours to produce final work. 
 

For pupils who achieve good results at GCSE, courses in Photography and 
Art & Design at Advanced Level are available in the 6th Form.  Successful 
pupils may go on to study degree courses in Art - with a wide range 
of specialist courses. 

����
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Student guide  
 
Is this the right subject for me? 
You might have an interest in business, and want 
to start your own business one day. You may have 
an enquiring mind and be interested in learning 
about the world around you, how businesses are 
set up, and what it is that makes someone a great 
entrepreneur. 
 

This course is both active and enjoyable. You 
need to be good at communicating and explaining your ideas, and not afraid 
of learning new things and working with numbers to solve business problems. 
You will learn how to be a creative thinker and how to make decisions.  You 
will also learn about the world of business through research and investigation, 
as well as through practical tasks. 
 

What will I learn? 
Year 10, core unit - The world of small businesses 
You will look at what makes someone a successful business person and 
understand how to make a business effective and manage money well. You 
will also see how the world around us affects small businesses and all the 
people involved. 
 

Year 11, route 1 - GCSE in Business Communications 
You will understand how important effective communication is to any 
business, and learn what communication is and the different ways businesses 
communicate with people inside and outside the business. 

 

Alternatively 
Year 11, route 2 - GCSE in Business Studies and Eco nomics 
You will find out how to think like an economist and learn how the economy 
functions, the government’s role in the economy and its impact on business. 
You will also examine what causes businesses to fail and how businesses 
grow. You will study many issues within the world of business such as 
inequality. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
During the course you will take two written 
examinations, with multiple-choice 
and case study based questions, and carry 
out a controlled assessment task. 

 

What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
The course will help you prepare for the world of work and for further and 
higher education - AS/A2 Levels as well as BTEC and NVQ courses in many 
different subjects, in addition to Business. You will become skilled in making 
decisions, being creative, solving problems, understanding finance, dealing 
with data, communicating and working as part of a team.  
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This is a two-year course that focuses on developing clay- 
modelling skills.  The structure of the course is similar to  
GCSE Art and Design, however each unit of work will require 
a ceramic outcome. 
 
Students will be presented with a unit title as a starting point. 
They will be introduced to different clay materials, modeling 
techniques and glaze technology.  There will be opportunities 
to experiment with different surface decoration, which is unique 
to this course.  Artist research will underpin the student’s work 
by selecting appropriate artists, which will influence their own 
ideas.  There is an element of drawing from observation, which 
is an integral part of the course to assist students develop their  
ideas and connections to the work of others. 
 
Examples of Unit Titles 
 
Teapot for an Artist, Natural Forms, Surface Pattern/Texture,  
Tribal Masks, Organic Vessels, Inside the Body, Egyptian Art and Identity. 
 
Assessment 
 
The coursework is worth 60% and the ten hour (set over two days) exam is 
worth 40%.  The pupils have four weeks to prepare for their exam and during 
this time they must complete all of the above work. 
 
After the successful completion of this course (and achieving 5 GCSEs) pupils 
would have the opportunity to study A level Art, Graphics, Textiles, 
Photography or Ceramics in the Barry Sixth Form.  
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This course will allow you to develop your skills in Dance.  Lessons will 
include creating, performing and watching dance.  The main style of dance 
used in practical work is contemporary dance.  Homework will include regular 
practical and written tasks. 
 
You will be given opportunities, when available, to visit the theatre, take part 
in workshops and help with school dance clubs. 
 
In Year 10 you will spend time studying professional dance works and you will 
perform during lessons and in concerts. 
 
Assessment:  
 
In Year 11 you will be expected tp perform several solos and a group dance.  
You will also complete a written exam at the end of the course. 
 
In order to enjoy this course and do well you need to be able to: 
 

·  Be willing to make up your own dances 
·  Be creative and imaginative 
·  Develop confidence to perform in a group and alone 
·  Demonstrate independence and initiative 
·  Work well as part of a team 
·  Have good attendance 
·  Be prepared for a few aching muscles! 
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The two year course in Drama prepares for G.C.S.E. examinations in drama.  
It involves a lot of practical work, which consists of improvisation, script-work, 
performance skills and working with professional actors and actresses in all-
day acting workshops. 
 
Pupils will be expected to work towards two practical examinations, one of 
which will be examined by an external examiner and performed with an 
audience.  There will also be a study of two plays and a written examination 
on these at the end of the course.  Your approach to these plays is from an 
actor/director point of view, rather than a pupil studying English Literature.  
Two pieces of coursework must also be completed; a review of a play you 
have seen and a written report of your involvement in the first practical 
examination. 
 
Active involvement in school productions is essential in any capacity – acting, 
stage design, set construction, lights and sound, stage management. 
 
There will be plenty of visits to the theatre; locally, in London’s West End and 
Stratford-upon-Avon.  These visits are a necessary part of the drama course.   
 
It is a very active and time-consuming course; enthusiasm is essential and 
commitment vital. 
 
In addition to GCSE Drama, we offer an Expressive Arts course for a selected 
group in Year 9.  It is a GCSE completed in one year and involves 
improvisation, dance/movement and acting skills.  The intention would be for 
this Year 9 group to move onto GCSE Drama in Year 10, where they can 
achieve their second qualification in Drama. 
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Most of our pupils will have the necessary requirements 
for choosing this as a G.C.S.E. – they watch films every 
day!  Cinema and film will always play an important part 
in young people’s social lives and is often a family 
activity, therefore, if you choose to take this subject, you 
will have already done your homework! 
 
The course will build upon the pupil’s own experience of 
watching film and encourage them to recognise how 
films  
are made to communicate  ideas, attitudes and  

cultural beliefs, both now and in the past.  Pupils will also be building their 
own film-making skills and hopefully write, direct and make short films during 
the course. 
 
Pupils will look at 3 study areas, which are inter-related. 
 

1 The language of film.  
2 The organisations, which produce, distribute and show film. 
3 The audiences that watch film. 

 
The above areas of study are designed as an introduction to film-
making, the film industry and the impact films have on their audience.  
Assessments will be based on: 
 

1 Written examination …………. 50% 
2 Coursework ………………….. 50% 

 
If you enjoy film and are enthusiastic to talk about films you have seen and 
will be seeing, you must consider this G.C.S.E. as an option.  Watching, 
talking and analysing, are 3 very important elements to bring with you when 
you start the course and of course, watch as many films as you can in the 
meantime! 
 
 



Year 10 Option Choices 2010  Page 13 

 

�����������
�������������
�������������
�������������
��� ���
 

Geography is concerned with the study of the natural  
and human processes that occur on the surface of the Earth.  
It increasingly deals with the environmental and economic issues that affect our 
everyday lives and the causes of these changes. Geography also looks to the future 
of our planet and how it can be managed in a sustainable way for future generations. 
�

The GCSE syllabus involves three elements: 
 

1) The Core topics  River Processes and Management 
Climate Change 
Earthquakes and Volcanic Hazards 
Changing Populations 
Globalisation 
Development 

 
 
 

2) Optional topics   Weather and Climate Hazards 
Tourism 
Retail and Urban Change 

�
 
 

3) Fieldwork & Skills This involves: 
 

a) Producing a short project based  
on residential fieldwork on the  
Gower in Year 10. 

b) A skills-based problem solving  
exercise in Year 11. 

�
Year 10 residential fieldwork to Port Eynon, Gower �

�
�
�

These elements 
are worth 40% of 

the final mark 
and are 

examined at the 
end of year 10. 

These topics are 
worth 35% and 
are examined in 

Year 11. 

These two  
pieces of 
 work are 

 worth 25% 
 in total. 
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This syllabus provides a framework for a course which will meet the needs of 
students whose abilities at the start of the year appear to be below the standard 
required to gain a GCSE in Geography. The course is intended to be taught and 
learned in an active way, with opportunities still being made available for residential 
fieldwork. 
 
Topics studied include:  Rivers 

Settlement 
Volcanoes 
Earthquakes 
Tourism (National Parks) 

 
Pupils are assessed continuously throughout the two year course and no exams are 
undertaken.  

�
�
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Geology or Earth Science is a practical subject  
dealing with the study of Earth History. It involves the study  
of the materials that make up the Earth (minerals and rocks); the form and internal 
structure of the Earth; the processes that take place inside and on the Earth’s surface 
(volcanoes, earthquakes, rivers, deserts etc.); and the changes that have affected life 
through the Earth’s long history (fossils and their evolution). 
�

The GCSE syllabus involves two elements: 
 
1) The Core Topics:  Earth History (Fossils and evolution) 

Earth Materials (Minerals and rocks) 
Earth Hazards (Volcanoes and earthquakes) 
Earth Structures (Stresses, folding and faulting) 
Surface Processes (Major surface environments) 
Geo-science (Jobs and careers in Geology) 

 
 

2) Field Investigation : This involves a number of field trips to locations in 
Wales including the local coastline, Ogmore and finally 
a two day trip to Pembrokeshire.  Based on this work 
a fieldwork project is produced.. 

�
�

�
   Year 11 fieldwork 

 in Pembrokeshire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These elements 
are worth 75% of 

the final mark 
and are 

examined in one 
exam at the end 

of year 11. 

This element 
is worth 25% 
of the final 
mark. The two 
day trip and 
investigation 
are completed 
in year 11. 

 



Year 10 Option Choices 2010  Page 16 

 

���������
�����������
�����������
�����������
��  ����
 
History offers a useful, interesting and relevant choice at 
GCSE. 
 

It teaches students to weigh up evidence, to make 
decisions, to assess arguments and to express 

themselves clearly. This makes it 
invaluable as a preparation for a 
wide variety of future careers - management 
(Sainsburys, for example, values History graduates 
highly), the law, journalism, industry, accountancy, the 
Armed Forces, banking, the media and many more. 
 

At GCSE the department offers the exciting and 
relevant AQA Modern World syllabus, to which 

candidates respond with great success. Candidates will study the following: 
 

1. Conflict in the 20th Century (the causes of World War I, aspects of 
World War I, the causes of World War II, the Cold War). 

2. Depth Studies of Germany 1919-1945 and the USA 1919-1945. 
3. Coursework – World War I and II (25% of total marks). 
 

A varied teaching approach is employed including discussion, evidence based 
work, videos, information technology as well as more traditional teacher led 
activities. 
 
 

Whether at GCSE or Entry Level, History provides an exciting and worthwhile 
option in Years 10 and 11. 
 

 

����
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For those who find the demands of GCSE 
too great an Entry Level course is also 
available.  There is no final examination. 
Instead the course is assessed through a 
number of individual assignments and 
includes many of the topics covered at 
GCSE, such as: 

 
·  World Wars I and II 
·  Germany between Wars 
·  The USA in the 1920s 
·  The USA during the Depression 

 
This can provide a very enjoyable choice for 

students in Years 10 and 11. 
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Certificate in Digital Applications 
(part of the DiDA suite of qualifications) 
 
Exciting and motivating, DiDA is a revolutionary su ite of ICT qualifications, focusing on ICT 
as a powerful tool for real life. 

Inspiring and challenging  
DiDA promotes creative use of digital 
applications. Its real-life, outcome-driven 
approach inspires and challenges learners to 
demonstrate what they know and are able to do in 
authentic contexts.  

Modern and future-proofed  
DiDA is a modern suite of qualifications that is 
designed to equip learners with the skills they 
need to live, learn and earn in the 21st century. 

Creative and collaborative  
DiDA enables learners to progress from passive consumers to active producers of 
quality digital content.  It develops their ability to organise themselves and their work 
and encourages them to reflect critically on their own and others’ use of ICT. 

This two year course covers DiDA Unit 1 ’Using ICT’ 
plus one of the suite’s optional units and provides a 
qualification the equivalent of two GCSEs (A*– C).   

Assessment 
There are no formal written examinations. For each unit 
learners complete a substantial project and showcase 
their achievements in an eportfolio. Eportfolios are 
internally assessed and externally moderated. 

DiDA Unit 1: provides a full proxy for Key Skills ICT at level 2. 
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We can’t escape the media – its influences are widespread.  As its power over 
people continues to increase, we must have the knowledge and 
understanding to be able to read its messages before 
we choose to accept them. 
 
Media Studies provides the tools to become more 
critical and questioning readers of the media, in a 
collaborative, discursive and creative environment. 

�
Enquiring 
Pupils are encouraged to question and explore.  A new media 
vocabulary emerges as pupils begin to deconstruct the way in 
which texts make meaning.  Through discussion and analysis of 
real examples, we explore how the media represents: 

�  Gender 
�  Ethnicity 
�  Age 
�  Disability 
�  Sexuality 
�  Class and Status 
�

Creative 
Media Studies offers many opportunities to explore pupils’ 
creativity – from planning and designing advertising campaigns, 
developing film ideas, creating marketing campaigns – to 
filming and editing, producing print-based marketing material 
and making documentaries.  By learning the conventions that 
media producers employ, pupils can use their understanding to 
develop their own media texts. 
�

�
Assessment 
Pupils are assessed on their understanding of the Key Concepts through their 
coursework portfolio (50%) and a 1½ hour examination.  
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FRENCH and ITALIAN GCSEs  
 
These are two year courses open to all pupils who have studied the language 
in main stream at KS3 and who wish to further their language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing.  There are two levels of entry:  
foundation and higher, catering for all abilities.  
 

Topics include Holidays, Leisure, Family, Town, Environment, School Future 
Plans, the World of Work, Sport and Cinema. 
 
Conversation classes take place with the 
Language Assistants and there is an 
opportunity of utilising the Modern 
Languages IT suite. Pupils also benefit 
from a GCSE revision course in Cardiff 
and workshops at Cardiff University.  A 
study trip to France and Italy is offered.  
The photos are from visits to France and 
a revision course at Cardiff University 
 

Learning a language opens the doors to 
many opportunities.  Please see the notice 
board outside room 204 or your Languages 
teacher for more information.  
 

NB: If a foreign language is chosen at 
GCSE level, it must be the one which has 
been    studied during the previous three 
years. 

 
 

 
 

GERMAN  “after school club” 
We are considering running a German course after school. This might well 
lead to a GCSE qualification at either Foundation or Higher level. If you might 
be interested please tick the appropriate box on the Option Form.  The topics 
covered are the same as French and Italian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����
����
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This is an exciting course which has a wide range of instrumental choices and 
which, in addition to traditional activities, now includes beatboxing, DJ-ing and 
sequencing – making it more appealing for all learners. 
 

The course is for anyone who enjoys practical music making. The syllabus 
has been designed to allow candidates to show what they know, understand 
and can do by listening, performing and composing. The course is suitable for 
all pupils who have a keen interest in varied types of music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Integrated Task : 30% - Candidates will be expected to produce a 
performance, a composition and a commentary all related to Area of Study 1. 
 

Practical Portfolio : 30% - Candidates will be required to perform and 
compose a second piece and keep a log of their progress. 
 

Creative Task : 15% - This is a practical examination drawing on the 
candidates understanding, in which they must develop a short piece of music 
based on a stimulus, and communicate it. 
 

Listening Examination : 25% - Candidates will also be required to sit a 
written paper in the summer term which will assess their knowledge and 
understanding of Areas of Study 2, 3 and 4. 
                                

Areas of Study: AoS 1: My Music 
   AoS 2: Shared Music  

AoS 3: Dance Music 
AoS 4: Descriptive Music 
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This course is taught in two Option Groups and, if opted for twice, is the 
equivalent of 4 GCSE’s A* – C grades.  Pupils can also choose this subject as 
a single award in just one option column and this will be equivalent to 2 
GCSE’s A* - C grades. 
 
What you will learn during the course:   

 

·  You will learn through practical work. 
 

·  You will learn through a practical  
  approach in the ways to improve 
  your skills in either Drama,  
  Music or Dance. 
 

·  You will learn about practicing and  
rehearsing with other people, 
tackling and devising work, scripted 
plays and musical theatre. 

 

·  You will learn about practicing  
  and developing your skills properly,  
  avoiding bad habits in practical  
  workshops. 

 

·  You will learn about all the aspects 
  of performing and performances 
  by hands on experience. 
 

·  You will have opportunities to  
 perform and learn about how to 
 produce a show. 
 

·  You will learn about lighting by setting the lighting rig, and working on 
the sound production team. 

 

·  You will learn about a range of business-related issues, while being 
part of the production team for a show, such as the venue and the type 
of audience you will cater for, how to manage a budget and how to use 
IT to produce programmes, tickets etc. 

 

·  You will have many opportunities to work with skilled professionals, 
both in school and outside.  Your work experience at the end of year 10 
will be in Performing Arts and will be part of the course. 

 
There are no formal written examinations. For each unit, learners complete a 
substantial project and showcase their achievements in a performance piece 

and a written portfolio. 
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The course in Year 10 introduces students to all 
aspects of Photography, including the practical use 
of the camera, processing and printing techniques.  
Practical work will involve documentary 
photography, personal enquiry and individual 
expression. 
 

Traditional and digital photography is taught and 
pupils will work towards the award of GCSE Art-
Photography.  Pupils will examine the social and 
cultural purposes to which photography has been 
put, and the meanings of photographic images.  
 

Two units of work will be produced over two years 
and an end of Year examination is set which is 
worth 40% of the total GCSE mark. The 
coursework is worth 60% of the total GCSE mark. 
 

The course can lead to an Advanced Level in Photography available in the 
Barry 6th Form. 
 
 
Assessment Summary  
 
Coursework   = 60% 
Terminal Examination = 40% 
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What is Psychology?   
 

Psychology is the scientific study of mind and behaviour. It is 
concerned with trying to understand and explain how people 
feel, think and act. In order to do this it considers research 
conducted by psychologists on people and animals. 
 
What will you study? 

 
The course covers the five main topics in psychology: 
 

·  Biological Psychology  – the affect our biological processes (e.g. 
hormones, brain, genetics) has on our behaviour. 

·  Cognitive Psychology – how we perceive the world around us and 
the affect it has on our memories and thoughts. 

·  Developmental Psychology – how we learn, think and develop from 
children to adults. 

·  Social Psychology – how the people around us influence our 
behaviour e.g. why do we obey authority? 

·  Individual Differences – the symptoms and treatments of mental 
illness and abnormal behaviour. 

 
In addition to the above topics, you will learn about the various methods, such 
as experiments, observations and surveys that psychologists use to conduct 
research and investigate behaviour. You will also get the chance to conduct 
your own experiments and research. 
                                                                                                                                                               
Is Psychology for me? 
 
Psychology suits people who are interested in the world around them and who 
are keen to find out why people act in the way that they do. To study 
psychology at GCSE level you should have a good level of literacy and 
numeracy as you will be required to discuss and analyse the findings of 
psychological studies. 
 
Assessment 
 
The course is assessed solely through external examinations. You will sit one 
unit at the end of Year 10 and the remainder will be at the end of Year 11. As 
the exams are not tiered, the whole range of GCSE grades from A* to G are 
available. There is no coursework requirement for the course. 
 
GCSE Psychology can lead onto the AS/A2 Psychology course which has 
been very popular and successful in the sixth form. 
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Religious Studies is an interesting and thought provoking GCSE that deals with 
current religious and moral issues such as: 
 

Why is life so special? 
Can a religion give a purpose in life? 

Why do the innocent suffer? 
Is war ever right? 

Is it wrong to help humans, who want to end their life, to die? 
How do doctors make ethical decisions? 
What are the rights of the unborn child? 

Is it right to spend so much money on IVF when there are people starving in the 
world? 

How should we deal with offenders? 
Bring back capital punishment!!?? 

 
As well as encouraging you to develop your own opinions on the above controversial 
issues, you will be looking to what extent these issues are compatible with Christian 
and Jewish principles. 
 
Religious Studies is a great qualification for any job that involves working with 
people, as Religious Studies helps you understand people and why they act the way 
they do. 
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed with two external papers which will consist of four structured 
questions consisting of visual stimuli used as a basis for a series of paragraph and 
extended writing answers. 
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Sociology is an exciting subject that allows you to study a variety of issues  
that affect you and those around you. If you enjoy class debates and want to 
ask questions about our society and other cultures, then sociology is the 
course for you.  It is a social science which means that we try to look at what 
happens in the world in a scientific and unemotional way. Sociology is about 
learning to understand how we organise our own lives and why we behave as 
we do. We discuss, debate and research issues and questions such as:  

·  Why we have police? 

·  What makes someone a 
criminal?  

·  Are people born evil? 

·  Are all families the same?  

·  What would it be like to go to 
a different school? 

·  Do girls do better than boys 
in exams? 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

                                

 

 

 

·  What makes you human? 

·  Inequality in society 

·  Families  & divorce 

·  Social differences in the UK 
and in other cultures  

·  Stereotypes and labelling 
 

Career Options  

Sociology is a good general subject. It can be combined with sciences or with 
arts subjects and goes especially well with subjects like Geography and History.   
Sociology is particularly useful to those considering a career in business, 
teaching or the police. 
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Pupils opting for a sport related course will be guided 
towards either the Btec or GCSE course 
depending on their suitability. 
 
This qualification is equivalent to four Grade A*-C GCSEs. The course is a two year 
course following six different modules from the following : 
 
1.Sports Industry 
2.Body in Action 
3.Practical Sport 
4.Health and Injury in Sport 
5.Sports Leadership 
6.Preparation for Sport 
7.Work experience 
 
There is a large practical emphasis throughout the six modules whenever possible, 
therefore pupils must be interested in and involved in regular sporting activities and 
must commit themselves to give full effort in all activities and sports. 
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The course includes practical and theory elements.   
Practical lessons will involve many different sports 
including following a compulsory health related training 
programme Theory lessons include systems of the body, 
anatomy and physiology, social and cultural issues 
and sports training principles. 
 
Assessment: Coursework = 60% 
  Theory exam = 40% 
 

 
NB  Pupils selecting PE or BTEC First Diploma in Sp ort must realise it is not an 
extra Games Lesson but an examination subject, invo lving theory and 
practical lessons.  
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Design Technology (GCSE) 
 
This subject provides opportunities to develop an awareness of the nature and 
significant importance of Design and Technology in a rapidly changing society. It 
enables students to develop their application of knowledge, skills and understanding 
of one of the focus areas within an overall design and make based approach. The 
syllabus offers a system of assessment for GCSE which is based on clear targets 
and a coherent set of criteria for rewarding positive achievement. 
 
There is a choice of five Design and Technology focus areas. The two year courses 
focus on one area of the subject that the student will have studied at KS3. The final 
GCSE grade is determined by an exam (40%) and a design and make project (60%). 
The courses offered include: 
 
Design & Technology - Graphic Products, GCSE 
 
The graphic products focus area is about designing and making innovative products 
which reflect developments in graphics based industries. During the course students 
will learn to use a variety of graphical techniques to develop a range of 2D work and 
3D models as outcomes. 
 
 
Design & Technology - Resistant Materials, GCSE 
 
The resistant materials focus area is about designing and 
making innovative products which reflect developments in 
industries involved with the use of resistant materials (woods, 
metals and plastics). During the course students will learn to 
manufacture artifacts using a range of modern and traditional 
workshop practices.  
 
 
Design & Technology - Systems and Control, GCSE   
 
The systems and control focus area is about designing and making innovative 
products which reflect developments in the systems and electronics industries. This 
course will apply some of the knowledge that students will have gained from their 
Mathematics and Science courses to help produce electronic circuits and to program 
computer controlled systems (PIC).  
 
 
Design & Technology - Textiles, GCSE 
 
The textiles focus area is about designing and making innovative products which 
reflect developments in the textiles industry. Throughout the course students will 
explore the use of fabrics and processes to satisfy identified needs in a range of 
outcomes. 
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Design & Technology – Product Design, GCSE 
 
The product design focus area is about designing and 
making innovative products which may involve the use of a 
range of appropriate materials. During the course students 
explore a range of designing techniques including (CAD) 
solid modeling, 3D modeling and prototyping.  
 
 

Engineering (Double Award)  
 
Engineering aims to provide you with the opportunity to develop the skills, knowledge 
and understanding involved in the making of engineered products, systems and 
services. The course will involve the study of electrical/electronic/mechanical 
engineered products.   
  
You will complete the following units of study: 
 
(i) Design and graphical communication in engineering. 
(ii) Making engineered products. 
(iii) Application of   technology in engineering. 
 

Your work will be both continuously assessed and you will do 
unit tests in the form of short answer questions. Half of the 
course will be taught during core Technology lessons so if you 
choose this course you would not take Technology as a core 
GCSE subject. This course is a Double Award and worth the 
equivalent of two GCSE.  
 

 
BTEC FIRST DIPLOMA IN HOSPITALITY 
 
This is an extremely successful course that aims to 
provide students with an insight into the Hospitality 
Industry.  The course is run in partnership with Barry 
College where students will gain hands on 
experience of a commercial kitchen and restaurant.   
 
Students will learn to prepare all types of food 
commodities and how to carry out Front of house 
duties.  Parents are invited on several occasions to 
attend meals prepared, cooked and served by the students. 

 
Students will also have opportunities to be involved in 
the catering of outside functions and competitions. 
Some of our students have used this course as an 
entrance to future careers and some are now working 
all over the world. 
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Students are also expected to attend a breakfast workshop once a fortnight in 
school. Students at the end of two years are awarded with a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction qualification which is equivalent to four GCSE at C, B, or A. This is a very 
popular course and demand is high.  
 
 
GCSE CATERING 
 
This is a very popular course with our students and it involves studying the following 
aspects: 
 

1. The catering industry 
2. Nutrition and menu planning 
3. Food preparation and production 
4. Technological developments 

 
There is a large practical element to this course and 
students will prepare a range of food commodities from 
Bread and bread based products such as pizza and 
Chelsea buns to pastry, cakes, rice and pasta and meat.  
Practical is a compulsory part of this course and students 
will cook at least once a week. 
 
Catering is a very successful area of the technology curriculum and there will be 
opportunities for students to cater for functions and participate in the Young Chef of 
the Year competition. Students will also get the opportunity to complete work 
experience within the catering field. 
 
 
 
Design & Technology  (Entry Level) 
Skills for Working Life  (Entry Level) 
 
These are two year courses intended to allow candidates who are not quite ready for 
GCSE subjects to work in a range of materials and prepare them for the world of 
work.  
 
The related areas are: Graphics, Wood, Metal and Plastics. Successful candidates 
will receive an Entry Level Certificate and can progress onto GCSE courses. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Welsh GCSE is a valuable qualification to 
have if you are intending to live and work in 
Wales in the future. 
 
71% of employers in Wales state that the 
ability to speak Welsh and have bilingual 
skills is desirable for jobs in their 
companies. 
 
Employers are actively seeking Welsh speaking staff and pupils who study GCSE 
Welsh have the edge over other applicants. 
 
 
COURSE ASSESSMENT 
 
The Welsh course on offer leads to a full GCSE qualification at the end of two years.  
 

You will be fully supported in lessons and extra 
sessions will be available at lunchtimes and 
after school for you to develop your skills. 
 
You will receive 5 hours of lessons per fortnight 
and you will gradually work through a series of 
booklets on various topics. Coursework is 25% 
of the final mark. 
 

The course will be great fun  
and you will have the opportunity  

to go on a range of trips! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

����
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At this stage the following courses are only being offered provisionally. If you are 
interested in taking any of them you should indicate that this is the case on the 
options form.  Should the course run you may need to attend an interview at the 
relevant college in order to gain acceptance. 
 
If you are successful in gaining a placement then y ou would spend a day per 
week at the college from September onwards studying  on the course instead 
of attending School.  This would mean, however, tha t you would not take an 
option choice in column E .  It would also mean that you would be following a 
Welsh Baccalaureate qualification in school (see final page of this booklet) and so 
your timetable would be slightly different to that of pupils who are not studying at 
college. 
 
At present the following courses may be available in September: 
 
 
Public Services 
 
Department  Business and IT 
No. of groups 1 
Time commitment Half a day per week over 2 years 
Qualification BTEC Certificate in Public Services (to be confirmed dependent 

upon ability) 
Level   2 
 
The course content is both vocational and academic.  Pupils will learn about the 
uniformed public services and the legal system in Britain.  It will provide an insight 
into careers in the armed forces, fire service, police and emergency services.  
Outward bound and teamwork activities will feature in the course.  Ex-service people 
will be involved in the delivery of the programme.  Assessment is by a series of 
assignments one of which is externally assessed. 
 
 
Salon Services (Hair and beauty)  
 
Department  Hair and Beauty 
No. of groups 1 
Time commitment Half a day per week over 2 years 
Qualification  BTEC introduction to Hair and Beauty 
Level   1 or 2 depending on ability 
 
 
This course is highly vocational and practical.  Pupils will learn about aspects of 
hairdressing and beauty therapy in the new salon facilities at college.  The course 
provides an insight into entry into the profession or a sound stepping stone to further 
studies.  Assessment is by practical assignments and a formal examination. 
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Electrical Installation  
 
Department  Engineering Technology 
Qualification NVQ in Performing Engineering Operations (level 1 and 2 

dependent upon ability) 
Level   1 or 2 depending on prior level of achievement 
 
 
This course is for pupils who enjoy practical work in a workshop environment where 
they can develop a variety of hand and equipment skills. 
 
The skills that pupils will develop are relevant to further courses of study and 
employment as a trainee or apprentice electrician.  This qualification forms an 
important part of the practical content of many post 16 full time and part time courses 
in Electrical Installation and is therefore particularly relevant to pupils who are keen 
on this occupational route. 
 
The course is mainly workshop based and pupils will be assessed by building a 
portfolio of evidence of the work they have carried out. 
 
 
Construction Trades  
 
Department  Construction 
No. of groups 1 
Places per group 15 
Time commitment Half a day per week over 2 years 
Qualification   BTEC Certificate in Construction 
Level    2  
Site   Colcot Road 
 
 
This course is for pupils who enjoy practical 
work in a construction workshop environment 
where they can develop a variety of hand and 
equipment skills. 
 

The skills that pupils will develop are relevant 
to further courses of study and employment 
as a trainee or apprentice carpenter, 
bricklayer or painter / decorator.  The course 
will enable pupils to develop skills in each of 
the three trade areas and choose the route 
they prefer later in their education.  If, 
however, students display a particular 
aptitude then they may be able to follow a 
level 2 qualification which will specialize in 
one of the trades.  
 

This qualification is formally recognised by the Construction Skills, the Sector Skills 
Council for the construction industry (formerly CITB). 
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The course is mainly workshop based.  Pupils will be assessed by building a portfolio 
of evidence of the work they have carried out and by formal examination at the end 
of the second year of the course.  Pupils will need to have an aptitude for written 
work to succeed in the final written assessment. 
 
 
 
 
Motor Vehicle Studies  
 
Departments: Engineering Technology 
Time commitment: Half a day per week over 2 years 
Qualification: IMIAL Level 2 Certificate in Automotive Pre-vocational Learning 
Site:   Colcot Road 
 
 
This course is for pupils who enjoy practical 
work in a construction workshop 
environment where they can develop their 
hand and equipment skills in preparation 
for employment as a trainee or apprentice 
motor mechanic / electrical.  The course 
will be delivered in facilities at the college’s 
Colcot road site. 
 
The course is mainly workshop based.  
Pupils will be assessed by building a 
portfolio of evidence of the practical work 
they have carried out. 
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The course will be delivered for one day per week at the Military Preparation course 
in Cardiff.  Transport will be provided from school.  Below are the 
activities/qualifications that the programme is based around. 
 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award is a voluntary, non-competitive programme of 
practical, cultural and adventurous activities, designed to support the personal and 
social development of young people aged 14-25, regardless of gender, background 
or ability. It offers an individual challenge and encourages young people to undertake 
exciting, constructive, challenging and enjoyable activities during the programme. 

 
·  Service (helping other people in the local community)  
·  Expeditions (training for, planning and completing a journey on foot or 

horseback, by boat or cycle) 
·  Skills (covering almost any hobby, skill or interest) 
·  Physical Recreation 
 
 

The National Navigation Award 
 

The National Navigation Award is delivered to all students on the programme; this 
award concentrates on map reading and orienteering. Skills such as leadership, 
teamwork and using own initiative are also encouraged and developed. 

·  Two class room theory lessons 
·  One practical assessment 
 
 

MILITARY LESSONS 
 

The majority of military lessons are based outdoors and are quite physically 
demanding; using many different teaching techniques, the theory taught around the 
practical sessions is delivered in a classroom environment. All lessons give the 
students a clearer insight into military life. 
 

 
MILITARY PHYSICAL TRAINING 
 

Where possible all physical activity is based in the outdoors, an experience many 
young people are not used to. This training not only improves each individual’s well 
being it lifts their motivation and enhances their own self-esteem. Healthy eating is 
encouraged during the programme. 

·  Circuit training 
·  Army selection fitness tests (Bleep test, press ups, sit ups, burpees) 
·  Team log runs 
·  Team Bergen runs 
·  Team stretcher runs 
·  March & shoot Competitions�

�
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All students following a college or work-based cour se as part of their options 
will also pursue a Welsh Baccalaureate Diploma: 

The Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification (WBQ) offers you a whole new approach to 
learning. It is designed for the young people of Wales in the 21st century and offers 
you... 

o The best of the options available at Barry Comprehensive School 

o Great opportunities to broaden your studies  

o Valuable experiences in the community and the workplace 

It combines personal development skills with existing qualifications like NVQs, Btecs 
and GCSEs to make one wider award that is valued by employers and universities.   

 

How could the Welsh Bac benefit you? 
o You will learn by doing rather than just listening .The Welsh Bac combines 

experiences and projects that help you to develop as an individual, and will 
equip you for your next steps – for work, university and for life.  

 

Will it mean more exams? 
o There is no Welsh Baccalaureate ‘examination’ over and above the 

examinations for the Options subjects.  You compile evidence of your 
competency in the Key Skills and submit it for assessment. An Individual 
Investigation (an extended project) on an aspect of the Core is another 
exciting element of the course. 
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